AN OLD  LADY'S HAND-BAG

an article of toilet - a small piece of local pottery quite
beautifully shaped and recalling a Roman lamp - a nose
irrigator, in common use throughout these mountains. It
is filled with a kind of clarified butter, and the woman,
lying recumbent, applies the spout to her nostril and
empties a little of the contents into her head. 'A cure for
headaches/ said the donor, cwhich will make the eyes bright
and the complexion clean3

A Badu youth who had brought me a badger, a precious
specimen because very hard to catch, kissed the old lady a
fivefold kiss-left cheek, right cheek, left cheek, right
temple and top of head - thereby showing a close relation-
ship.

'This is Halairan bin Mir'ai, my nephew/ she said.
'Don't you know him ? He was in Muscat.5

'Yes, btllahl laughed the rogue, 'you measured my head
in Jalali prison, but I told no one, for they would say/'Why
did you let him do it?" '

I enquired the offence that had taken him there. He had
squeezed a girl's hand, it seems, and the girl's family
petitioned the Governor, and so he was deported for a year:
but it had done him no harm, he assured me, for he had
found rizk - God's bounty - in Muscat, and held up the
rifle he had acquired there for me to see.

The salutations among these tribes are peculiar. Hand
touching, universal among Arabs, is reserved for meetings
the woman, and becomes only a smart tap of the fingers, the
lady withdrawing her hand sharply. For a man to squeeze
a girl's hand, or clasp it as in a European handshake, is to
make an improper overture, for which the girl's relations
may take blood. Men salute on meeting with a reciprocal
kiss on the left cheek, the right arm of each resting on the
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